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3.2 Building an eco-city

Aim: Develop reading skills such as understanding vocabulary in 
context and making inferences
Preparation: Make one copy of Worksheet 3.2 for every S.
Comment: Use after or in place of the reading on page 25.

A 
 n Give each S a copy of the reading. Ask, Do you know what an eco-city 
is? Elicit answers. Then have Ss read the article.

 n Ss work in groups to discuss the question. Have groups share their 
answers with the class.

Answer

b.  a city that is sustainable and makes more efficient use of natural 
resources

B 
 n Explain the task. Tell Ss to look back at the article to find the answers.

 n Ss work individually to match the items.

 n Go over the answers as a class.

Answers

1. d 2. a 3. c 4. b

C Group work
 n Explain the task. Read the questions aloud.

 n Ss work in small groups to answer the questions.

 n Have groups share their answers with the class.
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A What is an eco-city? Read the article and choose the correct answer.

 a. a city with a booming and growing economy

 b. a city that is sustainable and makes more efficient use of natural resources

 c. a megalopolis, or an area with several large cities that flow into one another

B Match the items with the benefits they provide.

1. light-rail system 

2. wind and natural light 

3. waterways 

4. desalination plants 

a. natural heating and cooling

b. drinkable water

c. a natural environment for wildlife

d. convenient transportation

C Group work Discuss these questions. Then share your answers with the class.

1. What problems do big cities and megalopolises face in your country?

2. Do you think eco-cities are a real solution to environmental problems? 

3. Imagine you are planning to move to Tiainjin Eco-city. What questions would you want answered?
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